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A Letter to Parents 


Many of you parents asked for a worship service to be used 
by the family in the home. The services in this booklet are espe- 
cially planned for use during Lent but they may be used any time 
of the year. The leader should use this booklet; other members of 
the family may use their Prayer Books and Hymnals while taking 
part in the service. 

Father, mother, and all the children, from babies to teen-agers, 
ought to participate in the family worship. The teen-agers may find 
some prayers and litanies childish, but they must learn to be toler- 
ant of the needs of younger brothers and sisters. Some of the 
younger children will not understand the entire service, but they 
will enjoy the fellowship with the family. 

These particular services are planned for evening worship, just 
before the younger members of the family retire. You may find that 
morning worship is better suited to your family schedule. If so, the 
service may be used then by changing a few words. 

Since we do not know your family situation, the number of per- 
sons or their ages, it is difficult to fit every family need. However, 
under Additional Worship Materials, pages 25ff., you will find sug- 
gestions for expanding the services. 


You may use the entire service or you may use only the parts 
which seem appropriate to your family. Some families use the same 
service each night for a week. Others choose to use a different serv- 
ice daily. 

If you feel timid about leading a formal worship service, begin 
gradually by: 

1. Saying grace at the table 

2. After grace, reading a Psalm in unison 

3. After gaining confidence, using the longer service 

This book is for you to use. As your family worships together, 
may you understand more fully the meaning of fellowship with God. 


Family Activities 


|p aaa a center of worship in your home by making an 
altar. Let the children arrange the altar with a cross and candles 
on either side. A religious picture may be hung above the altar. 
This prayer corner may be used for private devotions as well as 
for family worship. 

It may help to make each member feel a part of the worshipping 
fellowship to place candles or bracket candlesticks in the center 
and ask each child to light a candle and offer a prayer he has 
written or selected. Spontaneous prayers about personal concerns 
or thanksgiving for things that have happened during the day are 
important. The use of silent prayer is to be encouraged and spe- 
cially directed prayer such as, Let us think of Johnny in the Chil- 
dren’s Hospital and ask God to help the doctors and nurses take 
care of him. 


Questions for Teen-agers 


1. How many times does the Lord’s Prayer appear in the Prayer 
Book? Why do you think this happens? 

2. Which prayers in this booklet are in the Prayer Book? 

3. Write a prayer of thanksgiving for God’s graciousness in pro- 
viding warm weather and plentiful moisture for raising crops and 


3 


for people who work in the field in order that you may have food 
to eat. 

4. Encourage boys and girls to face all the issues of daily life in 
the framework of a Christian plan of life. For example, a boy who 
was waiting to hear whether or not he had received a scholarship 
prayed, O, God, help me if I don’t get it and help me if I do. 


The Psalms 


PsaLMs should be read joyfully. For variety read the Psalms: 

1. In unison. 

2. Leader reads one verse; everyone reads next verse. 

3. Leader reads to star; everyone reads remainder of verse. 

4. A different person may be chosen each night to read the 
Psalms. This is an honor. 

5. Choose other Psalms, or parts of them, to read during the 
week. 

6. The Psalms included here are those found in the Prayer Book. 
The leader may use this booklet. Other family members may use 
their Prayer Books while taking part in the service. 


Our Family Worships Together 


I 
WE PRAISE THEE, O GOD 


248 cura DE D. S. BARROWS, 1941 


1 God who made the earth, 
The air, the sky, the sea, 
Who gave the light its birth, 
Careth for me. 


2 God who made the grass, 
The flower, the fruit, the tree, 
The day and night to pass, 
Careth for me. 


3 God who made the sun, 
The moon, the stars, is he 
Who, when life’s clouds come on, 
Careth for me. 


q, All standing, the oldest member of the family reads PsALM 23. 


Pe Lord is my shepherd; * therefore can I lack nothing. 
He shall feed me in a green pasture, * and lead me forth be- 
side the waters of comfort. 

He shall convert my soul, * and bring me forth in the paths of 
righteousness for his Name’s sake. 

Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 
I will fear no evil; * for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff 
comfort me. 

Thou shalt prepare a table before me in the presence of them 
that trouble me; * thou has anointed my head with oil, and my 
cup shall be full. 

Surely thy loving-kindness and mercy shall follow me all the 
days of my life; * and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever. 


THE Litany. All kneeling. 


Mother: Let us pray. 
For all the kind people we know, our father, our mother, 

our teachers, and our ministers, 

All: We thank thee, O Lord. 

Mother: For all those who help to grow and to prepare our food, 

All: We thank thee, O Lord. 

Mother: For the protection of warm homes and a place to rest 
when we are tired, 

All: We thank thee, O Lord. 

Mother: For health and food, family and friends, 

All: We thank thee, O Lord. 

Mother: For all things beautiful we hear and see, 

All: We thank thee, O Lord. 


(= Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy 
kingdom come. Thy will be done, On earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, As 
we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temp- 
tation, But deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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q All being seated, Father reads 
THE BIBLE Lesson: St. Luke x: 23-37 


noe are the eyes which see the things that ye see: for I 

tell you, that many prophets and kings have desired to see 
those things which ye see, and have not seen them; and to hear 
those things which ye hear, and have not heard them. And, behold, 
a certain lawyer stood up, and tempted him, saying, Master, what 
shall I do to inherit eternal life? He said unto him, What is written 
in the law? how readest thou? And he answering said, Thou shalt 
love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and 
with all thy strength, and with all thy mind; and thy neighbour as 
thyself. And he said unto him, Thou hast answered right: this do, 
and thou shalt live. But he, willing to justify himself, said unto Jesus, 
And who is my neighbour? And Jesus answering said, A certain 
man went down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell among thieves, 
which stripped him of his raiment, and wounded him, and de- 
parted, leaving him half dead. And by chance, there came down 
a certain priest that way: and when he saw him, he passed by on 
the other side. And likewise a Levite, when he was at the place, 
came and looked on him, and passed by on the other side. But a 
certain Samaritan, as he journeyed, came where he was: and when 
he saw him, he had compassion on him, and went to him, and 
bound up his wounds, pouring in oil and wine, and set him on his 
own beast, and brought him to an inn, and took care of him. And 
on the morrow when he departed, he took out two pence, and gave 
them to the host, and said unto him, Take care of him; and what- 
soever thou spendest more, when I come again, I will repay thee. 
Which now of these three, thinkest thou, was neighbour unto him 
that fell among the thieves? And he said, He that shewed mercy on 
him. Then said Jesus unto him, Go and do thou likewise. 


THE Prayers. All kneeling 
Father: Let us pray. 
ALMIGHTY God, who pourest out on all who desire it, 


the spirit of grace and of supplication; Deliver us, when 
we draw nigh to thee, from coldness of heart and wanderings of 
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mind, that with stedfast thoughts and kindly affections, we may 
worship thee in spirit and in truth; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 


@) GOD, who hast made of one blood all nations of men for 
to dwell on the face of the whole earth, and didst send thy 
blessed Son to preach peace to them that are far off and to them 
that are nigh; Grant that all men everywhere may seek after thee 
and find thee. Bring the nations into thy fold, pour out thy Spirit 
upon all flesh, and hasten thy kingdom; through the same thy Son 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


EAR God, whose Son went as a boy to learn from the teachers 

in the Temple, be with all the children who learn of thee at 

home and in church schools, in............. (YOUP TOWN) ..coccoos and through- 

out the world. Teach us to love and serve thee better. As we grow 

in stature may we grow in understanding, as Jesus did. We ask it 
in his name. Amen. 


HE Lord bless us and keep us. The Lord make his face to 

shine upon us, and be gracious unto us. The Lord lift up his 
countenance upon us, and give us peace, this night and evermore. 
Amen, 


II 
WE WORSHIP THEE 


238 sr. ELISABETH Silesian, 1842 


1 Father of mercy, 
Lover of all children, 
Who in their form didst send thy Son; 
Gladly we bless thee, humbly we pray thee, 
For all the children of the earth. 


2 In thy compassion, 
Helper of the helpless, 
Tend them in sickness, ease their pain, 
Heal their diseases, lighten their sorrows, 
And from all evil keep them free. 


3 Power and blessing 
Grant us now and ever, 
Who fain would serve them in thy Name; 
May all our labor, crowned by thy favor, 
Bear fruit eternal unto thee. Amen. 


PsALM 27:1-4. All standing 


Ve Lord is my light and my salvation; whom then shall I 
fear? * the Lord is the strength of my life; of whom then shall 
I be afraid? 

When the wicked, even mine enemies and my foes, came upon 
me to eat up my flesh, * they stumbled and fell. 


+ Copyright by Forward Movement Publications and used by permission. 


Though an host of men were laid against me, yet shall not my 
heart be afraid; * and though there rose up war against me, yet 
will I put my trust in him. 

One thing have I desired of the Lord, which I will require; * 
even that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my 
life, to behold the fair beauty of the Lord, and to visit his temple. 


THE Litany. All kneeling 
Mother: Let us pray. 


We would like to be helpful and kind to our father and mother, 
All: Help us and guide us, good Lord. 
Mother: We would very much like to love our enemies as well as 
our friends, 


All: Help us and guide us, good Lord. 


Mother: We would like to think kind thoughts of those we are 
moved to dislike, 

All: Help us and guide us, good Lord. 

Mother: We would like to be wise in understanding others, 

All: Help us and guide us, good Lord. 

Mother: We would like to help others know about thee, 

All: Help us and guide us, good Lord. 

Our Father, who art in heaven... Amen. 


q All being seated, Father reads 
THE BIBLE LEsson: St. Luke xviii: 9-14 


A ete spake this parable unto certain which trusted in them- 
selves that they were righteous, and despised others: Two 
men went up into the temple to pray; the one a Pharisee, and the 
other a publican. The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with him- 
self, God, I thank thee, that I am not as other men are, extortioners, 
unjust, adulterers, or even as this publican. I fast twice in the week, 
I give tithes of all that I possess. And the publican, standing afar off, 
would not lift up so much as his eyes unto heaven, but smote upon 
his breast, saying, God be merciful to me a sinner. I tell you, this 
man went down to his house justified rather than the other: for 
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every one that exalteth himself shall be abased; and he that hum- 
bleth himself shall be exalted. 


THE PRAYERS. All kneeling 
Father: Let us pray. 


ea God, heavenly Father, who hast blessed us with 
the joy and care of children; Give us light and strength so to 
train them, that they may love whatsoever things are true and pure 
and lovely and of good report, following the example of their 
Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 


1 geniede God, whose compassions fail not, and whose lov- 
ing-kindness reacheth unto the world’s end; We give thee 
humble thanks for opening heathen lands to the light of thy truth; 
for making paths in the deep waters and highways in the desert; 
and for planting thy Church in all the earth. Grant, we beseech thee, 
unto us thy servants, that with lively faith we may labour abundantly 
to make known to all men thy blessed gift of eternal life; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


() LORD Jesus, bless our friends here and far away that they 
may hear about thee and love thee. And help us to grow 
daily in understanding our friends and neighbors. Amen. 


\ ," } E praise thee, O Lord Christ, for the example of thy first 

disciple Andrew who at once thought upon his brother 
Simon and brought him to thee. Grant us likewise such sense of 
thy priceless worth, that, heedless of our own unworthiness, we may 
draw others to know thee and to follow thee, their Saviour and 
their King. Amen. 


ial us, O Lord, while waking, guard us while sleeping; that 
awake we may watch with Christ, and asleep we may rest in 
peace. Amen. 
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Til 
WE GIVE THANKS TO THEE 


370 crareNBERG J. CRUEGER, 1653 


Spirit divine, attend our prayers, 
And make a lost world thy home; 

Descend with all thy gracious powers, 
O Come, great Spirit, come! 


PsaLM 5:13. All standing 


peewee my words, O Lord, * consider my meditation. 
O hearken thou unto the voice of my calling, my King and 
my God: * for unto thee will I make my prayer. 

My voice shalt thou hear betimes, O Lord; * early in the morn- 
ing will I direct my prayer unto thee, and will look up. 


THE Litany. All kneeling 
Father: Let us pray. 
From all fighting and meanness, 
All: Good Lord, deliver us. 
Father: From evil wishes and cross words, 
All: Good Lord, deliver us. 
Father: From unkindness and disobedience, 
All: Good Lord, deliver us. 


Father: From thinking evil of those we do not know, 


All: Good Lord, deliver us. 
Father: From eyes that are blind to the beauty about us, 
All: Good Lord, deliver us. 
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()= Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy 
kingdom come. Thy will be done, On earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trepasses, As 
we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temp- 
tation, But deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 


q All being seated, Mother reads 
THE BIBLE LESSON: St. John xv: 1-12 


AM the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman. Every 

branch in me that beareth not fruit he taketh away: and every 
branch that beareth fruit, he purgeth it, that it may bring forth 
more fruit. Now ye are clean through the word which I have spoken 
unto you. Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear 
fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; no more can ye, except 
ye abide in me. I am the vine, ye are the branches: he that abideth 
in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for with- 
out me ye can do nothing. If a man abide not in me, he is cast 
forth as a branch, and is withered; and men gather them, and cast 
them into the fire, and they are burned. If ye abide in me, and my 
words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done 
unto you. Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit; so 
shall ye be my disciples. As the Father hath loved me, so have I 
loved you: continue ye in my love. If ye keep my commandments, 
ye shall abide in my love; even as I have kept my Father’s com- 
mandments, and abide in his love. These things have I spoken unto 
you, that my joy might remain in you, and that your joy might 
be full. 


THE PRAYERS. All kneeling 
Mother: Let us pray. 


HEAVENLY Father, who hast filled the world with beauty; 

Open, we beseech thee, our eyes to behold thy gracious hand 
in all thy works; that rejoicing in thy whole creation, we may learn 
to serve thee with gladness; for the sake of him by whom all things 
were made, thy Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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ay nncers God, who hast blessed the earth that it should be 
fruitful and bring forth whatsoever is needful for the life of 
man, and hast commanded us to work with quietness, and eat our 
own bread; Bless the labours of the husbandman, and grant such 
seasonable weather that we may gather in the fruits of the earth, 
and ever rejoice in thy goodness, to the praise of thy Holy Name; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


UR Father, we thank thee for the people living in the towns 
and farms, plains and mountains of our land. Please show 
us how to be partners with them in serving thee. Amen. 


APPY are we, O God; for the things that are pleasing to thee 

are made known unto us, and thou hast given us ears to 

hear, and a heart, that we may praise thee; and thou shalt lead us 

with joy in the light of thy glory, with the mercy and righteousness 

that cometh from thee. We bless thee and magnify thee, and give 

thee thanks, in the sight of all that live, for the things which thou 

hast done with us. Good it is to bless thee, O God, and exalt thy 

Name, showing forth with honour thy works, and giving thanks to 

thee; for thou, O God, art our Lord, and our Father for ever, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


HE grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the 
fellowship of the Holy Ghost, be with us all evermore. Amen. 
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IV 
BLESS THINE INHERITANCE 


504 ryHosyMEDRE J. D. EDwarps, c. 1840 
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Our Father, by whose Name 
All fatherhood is known, 
Who dost in love proclaim 
Each family thine own, 
Bless thou all parents, guarding well, 
With constant love as sentinel, 
The homes in which thy people dwell. 


O Christ, thyself a child 

Within an earthly home, 
With heart still undefiled, 

Thou didst to manhood come; 
Our children bless, in every place, 
That they may all behold thy face, 
And knowing thee may grow in grace. 


PsaLM 24:1-5. All standing 


HE earth is the Lord’s, and all that therein is; * the compass 
of the world, and they that dwell therein. 
For he hath founded it upon the seas, * and established it upon 


the floods. 
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Who shall ascend into the hill of the Lord? * or who shall rise 
up in his holy place? 

Even he that hath clean hands, and a pure heart; * and that 
hath not lift up his mind unto vanity, nor sworn to deceive his 
neighbour. 

He shall receive the blessing from the Lord, * and righteousness 
from the God of his salvation. 


TuHE Litany. All kneeling 

Father: Let us pray. 
Bless those who are poor and improperly sheltered, 

All: We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord. 

Father: Bless those who are ill and old and worried, 

All: We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord. 

Father: Bless those who are sinners, including me, 

All: We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord. 

Father: Bless us in all that we do, in school, in play, and at home, 

All: We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord. 

Father: Bless our family that we may know health, strength, and thy 
loving care, 

All: We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord. 

Our Father, who art in heave... A Men, 


q All being seated, Mother reads 
THE BIBLE LESSON: St. Matthew ix: 1-8 


s Kea entered into a ship, and passed over, and came into his 
own city. And, behold, they brought to him a man sick of the 
palsy, lying on a bed: and Jesus, seeing their faith, said unto the 
sick of the palsy; Son, be of good cheer; thy sins be forgiven thee. 
And, behold, certain of the scribes said within themselves, This man 
blasphemeth. And Jesus knowing their thoughts said, Wherefore 
think ye evil in your hearts? For whether is easier, to say, Thy sins 
be forgiven thee; or to say, Arise, and walk? But that ye may know 
that the Son of man hath power on earth to forgive sins, (then 
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saith he to the sick of the palsy), Arise, take up thy bed, and go 
unto thine house. And he arose, and departed to his house. But 
when the multitudes saw it, they marvelled, and glorified God, 
which had given such power unto men. 


THE PRAYERS. All Kneeling 
Mother: Let us pray. 


MOST loving Father, who willest us to give thanks for all 

things, to dread nothing but the loss of thee, and to cast all 
our care on thee, who carest for us; Preserve us from faithless fears 
and wordly anxieties, and grant that no clouds of this mortal life 
may hide from us the light of that love which is immortal, and 
which thou hast manifested unto us in thy Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 


yaaa God, who hast created man in thine own image; 
Grant us grace fearlessly to contend against evil, and to make 
no peace with oppression; and, that we may reverently use our 
freedom, help us to employ it in the maintenance of justice among 
men and nations, to the glory of thy Holy Name; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 


M* the Lord bless us and all whom we love; may the Lord 
keep us near to Him in our work and play, in our homes 
and schools and churches, this and every day. Amen. 


\ X } ATCH, thou, dear Lord, with those who wake, or watch, 

or weep tonight, and give thine angels charge over those 
who sleep. Tend thy sick ones, O Lord Christ. Rest thy weary ones. 
Pity thine afflicted ones. Shield thy joyous ones. And all, for the 
sake of thy dear Son. Amen. 


O LORD, support us all the day long, until the shadows 
lengthen and the evening comes, and the busy world is 
hushed, and the fever of life is over, and our work is done. Then 
in thy mercy grant us a safe lodging, and a holy rest, and peace 
at the last. Amen. 
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Vv 
FORGIVE US OUR SINS 


244 wastEMERE English, 1861 


Feces iesteceies easier 


1 God whose Name is Love, happy children we; 
Listen to the hymn that we sing to thee. 


2 Help us to be good, always kind and true, 
In the games we play or the work we do. 


3 Bless us every one singing here to thee. 
God whose Name is Love, loving may we be! Amen.t 


PsaLM 30:1-5. All standing 


WILL magnify thee, O Lord; for thou hast set me up, * and 

not made my foes to triumph over me. 

O Lord my God, I cried unto thee; * and thou hast healed me. 

Thou, Lord, hast brought my soul out of hell: * thou hast kept 
my life, that I should not go down into the pit. 

Sing praises unto the Lord, O ye saints of his; * and give thanks 
unto him, for a remembrance of his holiness. 

For his wrath endureth but the twinkling of an eye, and in his 
pleasure is life; * heaviness may endure for a night, but joy cometh 
in the morning. 


THE LITANY. All kneeling 


Leader: O God, we have sinned because we have forgotten that we 
are thy children, made in thy image and baptized into thy 
Church, 

All: Lord, have mercy on us. 

Leader: When we forget thee it makes us hate other people and 
ourselves, 

All: Lord, have mercy on us. 

Leader: When we forget thee it makes us cross, 


+ By permission of the National Sunday School Union. London. 
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All: Lord, have mercy on us. 

Leader: When we forget thee it makes us selfish, 

All: Lord, have mercy on us. 

Leader: When we forget thee it makes us jealous, 

All: Lord, have mercy on us. 

Leader: When we forget thee it makes us waste time and money, 

All: Lord, have mercy on us. 

Leader: When we forget thee it makes us forgetful of our neighbors, 

All: Lord, have mercy on us. 

Leader: We are sinners because we forget that we belong to thee. 
Help us to be new creatures in Christ Jesus. Amen. 


THE BIBLE LEsson: St. Mark vii: 31-37. All sitting 


ESUS, departing from the coasts of Tyre and Sidon, came unto 
J the sea of Galilee, through the midst of the coasts of Decapolis. 
And they bring unto him one that was deaf, and had an impediment 
in his speech; and they beseech him to put his hand upon him. 
And he took him aside from the multitude, and put his fingers into 
his ears, and he spit, and touched his tongue; and looking up to 
heaven, he sighed, and saith unto him, Ephphatha, that is, Be 
opened. And straightway his ears were opened, and the string of 
his tongue was loosed, and he spake plain. And he charged them 
that they should tell no man: but the more he charged them, so 
much the more a great deal they published it; and were beyond 
measure astonished, saying, He hath done all things well: he maketh 
both the deaf to hear, and the dumb to speak. 


THE CREED. All standing 


I BELIEVE in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and 
earth: 

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord: Who was conceived 
by the Holy Ghost, Born of the Virgin Mary: Suffered under Pon- 
tius Pilate, Was crucified, dead, and buried: He descended into 
hell; The third day he rose again from the dead: He ascended into 
heaven, And sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty: 
From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
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I believe in the Holy Ghost: The holy Catholic Church; The 
Communion of Saints: The Forgiveness of sins: The Resurrection 
of the body: And the Life everlasting. Amen. 


THE PRAYERS. All kneeling 
Leader: Let us pray. 


D Nace God, whose loving hand hath given us all that we 
possess; Grant us grace that we may honour thee with our 
substance, and remembering the account which we must one day 
give, may be faithful stewards of thy bounty; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 


Vs Naa saeid God, our heavenly Father, who hast committed to 
thy holy Church the care and nurture of thy children; En- 
lighten with thy wisdom those who teach and those who learn, 
that, rejoicing in the knowledge of thy truth, they may worship thee 
and serve thee from generation to generation; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 


Lr cant Father, be near to us as we remember the things 
we have said and done that were wrong, and hurt thee and 
others . . . as we remember the kindnesses we did not do... We 
are truly sorry for these sins. Forgive us, and help us to live with 
love and kindness, as Jesus did. Amen. 


\ X } E thank thee, our Heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, 

thy dear Son, that thou hast graciously kept us this day; we 
pray thee that thou wouldst forgive us all our sins where we have 
done wrong, and graciously keep us this night. For into thy hands 
we commend ourselves, our bodies and souls, and all things. Let 
thy holy angel be with us. Amen. 


WILL lay me down in peace and take my rest; for thou, Lord, 
only, makest us to dwell in safety. 
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VI 
BLESS THY CHILDREN EVERYWHERE 


393 sr. caTHERINE H. F. HEMY, 1864; J. G. WALTON, 1870 


Faith of our fathers! living still 
In spite of dungeon, fire, and sword: 
O how our hearts beat high with joy, 
Whene’er we hear that glorious word: 
Faith of our fathers, holy faith! 
We will be true to thee till death. 


PsaLM 33:1-5. All standing 


R® OICE in the Lord, O ye righteous; * for it becometh well 


the just to be thankful. 


Praise the Lord with harp; * sing praises unto him with the lute, 


and instrument of ten strings. 


Sing unto the Lord a new song; * sing praises lustily unto him 


with a good courage. 


For the word of the Lord is true; * and all his works are faithful. 


THE Litany. All kneeling 


Leader: Let us pray. 
We beg of thee to forgive our sins, 
All: Graciously hear us, O Christ. 
Leader: We ask thy blessing on our home and our family, 
All: Graciously hear us, O Christ. 
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Leader: We ask thy blessing on our church’s work in mission stations, 
All: Graciously hear us, O Christ. 

Leader: We ask thy blessing on our Christian neighbors, 

All: Graciously hear us, O Christ. 

Leader: We ask thy blessing on all people living everywhere, 

All: Graciously hear us, O Christ. 


QC) UR Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy 
kingdom come. Thy will be done, On earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, As 
we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temp- 
tation, But deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 


THE BIBLE LEsson: St. Luke v: 1-11. All sitting 


[" came to pass, that, as the people pressed upon him to hear the 
word of God, he stood by the lake of Gennesaret, and saw two 
ships standing by the lake: but the fishermen were gone out of 
them, and were washing their nets. And he entered into one of the 
ships, which was Simon’s, and prayed him that he would thrust out 
a little from the land. And he sat down, and taught the people out 
of the ship. Now when he had left speaking, he said unto Simon, 
Launch out into the deep, and let down your nets for a draught. 
And Simon answering said unto him, Master, we have toiled all the 
night, and have taken nothing: nevertheless at thy word I will let 
down the net. And when they had this done, they inclosed a great 
multitude of fishes: and their net brake. And they beckoned unto 
their partners, which were in the other ship, that they should come 
and help them. And they came, and filled both the ships, so that 
they began to sink. When Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus’ 
knees, saying, Depart from me; for I am a sinful man, O Lord. For 
he was astonished, and all that were with him, at the draught of 
the fishes which they had taken: and so was also James, and John, 
the sons of Zebedee, which were partners with Simon. And Jesus 
said unto Simon, Fear not; from henceforth thou shalt catch men. 
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And when they had brought their ships to land, they foresook all, 
and followed him. 


THE CREED. All standing 


I BELIEVE in God the Father who hath made me and all the 
world. 

I believe in God the Son, who hath redeemed me and all man- 
kind. 

I believe in God the Holy Spirit who sanctifieth me and all the 
people of God. 


THE PRAYERS. All kneeling 
Leader: Let us pray. 


b  clect God, our heavenly Father, who settest the solitary 
in families; We commend to thy continual care the homes in 
which thy people dwell. Put far from them, we beseech thee, every 
root of bitterness, the desire of vain-glory, and the pride of life. Fill 
them with faith, virtue, knowledge, temperance, patience, godliness. 
Knit together in constant affection those who, in holy wedlock, have 
been made one flesh; turn the heart of the fathers to the children, 
and the heart of the children to the fathers; and so enkindle fervent 
charity among us all, that we be evermore kindly affectioned with 
brotherly love; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


‘@) GOD, at whose word man goeth forth to his work and to 
his labor until the evening; Be merciful to all whose duties 
are difficult or burdensome, and comfort them concerning their 
toil. Shield from bodily accident and harm the workmen at their 
work. Protect the efforts of sober and honest industry, and suffer 
not the hire of the laborers to be kept back by fraud. Incline the 
heart of employers and of those whom they employ to mutual for- 


+ This shortened form of the creed taken from the Offices of Instruction is 
suggested only for families with children who are too young to learn the 
Apostles’ Creed. See Prayer Book page 284. 
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bearance, fairness, and goodwill. Give the spirit of governance and 
of a sound mind to all in places of authority. Bless all those who 
labor in works of mercy or in schools of good learning. Care for 
all aged persons, and all little children, the sick and the afflicted, 
and those who travel by land or by sea. Remember all who by 
reason of weakness are overtasked, or because of poverty are for- 
gotten. Let the sorrowful sighing of the prisoners come before thee; 
and according to the greatness of thy power, preserve thou those 
that are appointed to die. Give ear unto our prayer, O merciful 
and gracious Father, for the love of thy dear Son, our Saviour 
Jesus Christ. Amen. 


() GOD, sometimes people need our love more than we know. 
Help us to remember to be kind and thoughtful always. 
Amen. 


Neate God, we entrust all who are dear to us to thy never- 
failing care and love, for this life and the life to come; know- 
ing that thou art doing for them better things than we can desire 
or pray for; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


[ HE Lord bless us and keep us. The Lord make His face to 
shine upon us and give us peace. Amen. 
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Additional Worship Materials 


The Scripture Lessons 


THE Scripture Lessons selected are all in the Prayer Book. You 
may read them from the Bible, if you wish, and substitute Old 
Testament lessons when desired. The Bible, An American transla- 
tion, by J. M. Powis Smith and Edgar J. Goodspeed (Chicago: 
University of Chicago Press) is in modern language and is more 
easily understood by children. 

Additional Scripture Lessonsf are: 


I. WE PRAISE THEE, O GOD 


Romans XIII:8, page 90; Philippians IV:4, page 95; Philippians 
II:9, page 105; Romans XII:6, page 111; St. Matthew XIII:24, 
page 116; St. Matthew XX:1, page 119. 


Il. WE WORSHIP THEE 


I Corinthians XIII:1, page 122; St. James 1:22, page 176; St. John 
III:16, page 184; I St. John IV:7, page 189; St. Luke XVI:19, 
page 190; St. Luke XIV: 16, page 192. 


+ All page references are to the Prayer Book. 
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Ill. WE GIVE THANKS TO THEE 


St. Luke VI:36, page 194; St. Matthew VII:15, page 200; St. 
Luke XV:11, page 201; St. Luke XVII:11, page 209; St. Mat- 
thew VI:24, page 211; St. Luke VII:11, page 212. 


IV. BLESS THINE INHERITANCE 


Ephesians VI:1, page 213; St. Luke XIV:1, page 213; St. Matthew 
XXII:34, page 215; St. John IV:46, page 219; St. Matthew 
XVIII:21, page 221; St. Matthew XXII:15, page 222. 


V. FORGIVE US OUR SINS 


St. Matthew IX:18, page 224; St. Matthew XIX:27, page 231; 
St. Matthew XI:25, page 235; St. Matthew XVI:13, page 245; St. 
Matthew XX:20, page 247; St. Luke IX:28, page 248. 


VI. BLESS THY CHILDREN EVERYWHERE 


St. Matthew IX:9, page 251; St. Matthew XVIII:1, page 252; St. 
Matthew V:1, page 257; St. Luke IV:16, page 261; St. Luke XI:5, 
page 262; St. Matthew V:43, page 264. 


Prayers 


Look for appropriate prayers suitable for anniversaries, birthdays, 
confirmations, and baptisms. 

Encourage saying a special prayer of thanksgiving when children 
put coins into the Lenten Offering box. 

Compose your own prayers. There are many good books on how 
to pray. Ask your rector for suggestions. 

These Collects may be used as additional prayers in the worship 
service: Prayer Book, pages 92, 106, 109, 112, 115, 118, 124, 
188, 198, 203. 


Songs 


FAMILY singing around the piano is fun. You will find these hymns 
beautiful and singable: 172 is good for family harmonizing; 178, 
179, 363, 479, 572. 
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Litanies 


A LITANY is an asking prayer, one in which a favor is asked. Develop 
your own litany, according to the specific needs of your family. 
Betsy may need personal help in “holding her tongue” when angry. 
Bill may need assistance because he puts off doing his homework. 
Mary may postpone her household tasks. Mother may need help 
for being cross and irritable to her children. Father may need help 
in understanding his children’s shortcomings. 

A litany becomes more valuable to you when you personalize it. 


Graces 


Grace may be said by an individual: father, mother, or other 
members of the family. A grace may be said in unison. Some 
families join hands while singing a grace. Hymn 276 is a good 
singing grace. 


For Family Responses Before Meals 


Leader: The eyes of all wait upon thee, O Lord: 

All: And thou givest them their meat in due season. 

Leader: Thou openest thine hand: 

All: And fillest all things living with plenteousness. 

Leader: Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy 
Ghost: 

All: As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world 
without end. Amen. 


Then repeat the Grace 


B= O Lord, this food to our use, and us to thy service, 
And make us ever mindful of the needs of others. Amen. 


( IVE us grateful hearts, our Father, for all thy mercies, and 
make us mindful of the needs of others; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 
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( 2 OD is great and God is good. 
And we thank Him for our food. 


By His hand must all be fed, 
Give us, Lord, our daily bread. Amen. 


Bedtime Prayers 


pose. keep us safe this night, 
Secure from all our fears; 


May angels guard us while we sleep 
Till morning light appears. Amen. 


FE ORGIVE us, God, for things we do 
That are not kind and good, 
Forgive us, God, and help us try 

To do the things we should. Amen.} 


| yaa teach a little child to pray, 
And then accept my prayer; 

For Thou canst hear the words I say, 
For Thou art everywhere. Amen. 


EAR Father, guard my lips today 
And let them speak no ill; 
Direct my hands, my heart, my feet 
And let me do Thy will. 
And when I hear Thy word today, 
Help me to listen well, 
That I may be Thy messenger, 
Thy love to others tell. Amen. 


oe Jesus, be our holy guest, 

Our morning joy, our evening rest; 
And with our daily bread impart 
Thy love and peace to every heart. Amen. 


+ From Prayers for Little Children by Mary Alice Jones. Used by permission 
of Rand McNally & Co., Chicago. 


28 


B present at our table, Lord; 

Be here and everywhere adored, 

These mercies bless and grant that we 
May feast in paradise with thee. Amen. 


May be sung to tune of Old Hundredth, Hymn 139 


He me, O God, to use my body and mind 
To find and serve those who need me. 
Help me, O God, to be kind and fair 

To all with whom I work and play. 

Help me, O God, to bring joy and love 

And happiness to everyone. Amen.t 


‘@) LORD Jesus, make me a loving, friendly child that others 
may see in me something of Thy friendliness. Amen. 


O GOD, my heavenly Father, bless and help me while I am 
at school tomorrow. Help me to use my mind to think and 
work and learn. I thank Thee for all the happiness that comes to 
me through my school. May I try to live there more like Jesus 
Christ my Friend and Brother. Amen. 


Ieee Jesus, my Captain and my Friend, keep me perfectly 

straight and true and loyal. Make me strong to play the game 
when I am tempted to take an easier way. Make me humble and 
generous, and ready to see the good in others. Amen. 


t From Prayers for Little Children by Mary Alice Jones. Used by permission 
of Rand McNally & Co., Chicago. 
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